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NOW WILL LEON BRITTAN DO SOMETHING? 


SO AT LAST Searchlight’s warnings of three year’s standing are being vindicated: court cases in Italy 
and West Germany have established beyond doubt the true terrorist character of right-wing ‘refugees’ 
who have found their way to Britain to be sheltered by the international nazi movement’s own 
safehousing network, which they call ‘Brown Aid’. 

In mid-March, just too late to be covered in detail in this Searchlight, a Rome court tried Roberto 
Fiore, in absentia, for leading an underground ‘armed gang’ inspired by the ‘overground’ political 
group Third Position. He was sentenced to 9 years in gaol. 

But at the moment Fiore is out of reach of the Italian authorities: he is safe in London, protected by 
legal anomolies which wrecked a request for his extradition three years ago. 

The price of failure in dealing with him and his dozen or so co-terrorists also in London has been 
high. They are now established as the ideological godfathers of the new ‘Strasserite’ NF leadership. 
Under their influence, the Front has moved rapidly in the direction of open violence and preparation 
for terrorism. 

Only a few days after the Fiore verdict, a Frankfurt court sentenced to twelve years in prison a 
young German neo-nazi, Walther Kexel, who had been arrested at the Dorset home of the grand old 
man of British nazi paramilitary circles — former Major Ian Souter Clarence. Kexel and Ulrich 
Tillman were successfully extradited and prosecuted for a series of bomb explosions at American 
army bases in West Germany. 

But these sentences only reflect a small part of the problem. Firstly, there are known to be other 
right-wing terrorists in Britain who live and move around here without restriction. Secondly, the 
damage they have done in helping to crash the NF into a more violent gear has already been felt, 
especially on the streets of Britain’s inner cities. And thirdly, there have been no moves against the 
network of shelter and support, largely centred on leaders of the League of St George, which helps 
them when they arrive here. 

Home Secretary Leon Brittan recently had talks with the Italian Interior Minister about resolving 
the problem: but the pressure for action appears to be coming from the Italians trying to get their 
hands on the fugitives, rather than from the Home Secretary trying to get rid of them. 

Leon Brittan already has wide powers simply to deport these people on public order grounds, 
particularly given their guiding role in NF violence. 

SO WHY ON EARTH HAS HE NOT USED THEM? 


* * * 


LAST year, the right-wing Freedom Association issued a writ for libel against John Jennings, former 
secretary of the Campaign for Press and Broadcasting Freedom. He had upset them with a less than 
flattering review of a book about Chile by the FA’s house cold-warrior Brian Crozier. 

Significantly, the FA took their action not against the CPBF, but against John Jennings as an 
individual, and his determination to fight the action of course puts in jeopardy his home, his 
belongings and his savings if he should lose. 

Searchlight wholeheartedly endorses the appeal for financial support for the case recently launched 
by the CPBF, and urges readers to do their bit to make sure that John Jennings’ case does not suffer 
for want of funds. Details are printed below. 
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Webster’s new dinner 
party — a recipe 
for disaster Liga 


Convinced that the time has 


come to go semi-public with a 


new outfit, Webster has been in 


touch with old and dear friends 


to launch “Our Nation”, a new 


political organisation that is 
expected to be 
selective in 
recruitment. 


In fact it seems keener on feeding the 
bellies of its supporters than their brains. 


Rather in the style of David Irving’s 


semi-defunct Focus Policy Study Group 
Webster is arranging a series of closed 


meetings and dinner parties with 
carefully selected speakers. 
Personal invitation : 

All the events are by personal invitation 
only, and all guests are carefully 


much more 
its approach to 


Webster, in a confident 


bela Tier onda una arabe cd ilised 
social activities’’. He goes on to call for 
his supporters to ‘‘say oodbye to disco, 


screened. Even Lady Jane Birdwood, 


the racist and anti-semitic leader of the 


“Self Help”? organisation, who broke _ 


off her work with ‘‘Fair Play’’ to dash _ 
over to the Cora Hotel at Euston on 23 - 


February, where she had heard on the 
grapevine that “‘Our 


gathering, was turned away at th door — 


uninvited guest 
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March when ‘‘a very 5 
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Tyneside sees off Pearce and Anderson 


Tyneside celebrated a victory over 
the local National Front branch last 
month after vigilant local anti- 
fascists got wind of a National 
Front meeting at which two of its 
leading officers, lan Anderson and 
Joe Pearce, were due to speak. 
Despite only three days’ warning, they 
were able to make sure that both the venues 
previously used for Front gatherings on 


Tyneside were placed out of bounds. With 
the co-operation of shop stewards of the 
Transport and General Workers’ Union 
they toured the area warning publicans that 
their beer deliveries would be stopped if 
they allowed nazis to meet on their 
premises. 

Eventually the nazis were followed from 
their assembly point to a ‘‘free house’, The 
Paddock. There the 30 fascists found 
themselves surrounded by 250 anti-fascist 


pickets and 1,000 police who had been 
called out. 

When the owner arrived he explained 
that the fascists had booked his pub under a 
phoney name. Unwilling to risk losing his 
beer over a bunch of nazis, he turfed them 
out, and they were escorted away under 
police protection. 

The owner then invited all the anti- 
fascists to join him in a celebratory drink. 
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I HAVE been a Nationalist Activist ever since 
I was a 17 year old - and I intend to remain 
such, regardless of the present squalid situ- 
ation vis-a-vis the National Front. 

If the Directorate won't allow an NF unit 
to be formed in my home borough of Wandsworth: 
(for fear of giving me "a platform"!) then I 
will simply have to devise my own ways and 
means of advancing the cause of British Nat- 
donalism on a rather more nationwide basis, 
in ways that supplement but do not conflict 
with the activities of the National Front - 
or, indeed, the activities of any other 
party-political groups. 

Indeed, I think there are a number of 
activities and projects which self-selecting 
groups of individuals with specialist inter- 
ests (i.e. "elites") can engage in to the 
benefit of the Cause which party-political 
groups (who have to pretend to be interested 
in “the masses" and "mass mobilisations" - 
to say nothing of "democracy") cannot possib- 
ly undertake. 

I have already had a number of private 
discussions with personal friends - British 
Nationalists, many NF members, some not, who 
feel that the Cause is running into a quag- 
mire and who feel, as I do, that the way out 
is through the patient development of elite 
formations (political/cultural, not para- 
military!) 

I am willing to widen this circle of 
friends - but in view of recent experiences 
I shall exert the right to choose my friends 





NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ SKINHEADS MUG ASIAN BOY 


A young Asian boy was mugged by a gang of 
skinheads in Guildford. The 16-year-old boy was 
waiting for a bus at the Friary bus station when a 
gang of skinheads in bomber jackets attacked 
him. He was subject to racial abuse and robbed 
of 50p. (Surrey Advertiser 15.2.85) 


@ ARSON ATTACKS ON ASIAN SHOPS 


Two Asian video shops in Birmingham have been 
badly damaged in arson attacks. 

In the latest attack thousands of films at the 
Witton Video Centre, Aston, owned by Mr 
Manir Shami, were destroyed. Fire Station 
officer Alan Diplock said: 

‘There were no electrical or gas installations 
that could have accounted for such a severe 
fire’’. 

Witnesses saw two youths running from the 
scene shortly before the alarm was raised. 

A fire investigation team is comparing the 
blaze with the petrol bomb attack which 
destroyed the video shop of Mr Purshotham 
Kumar, in Slade Road, Erdington, shortly before 
Xmas. In that attack, two men were seen running 
from the scene to an old blue car. (Evening Mail 
31.12.84) 


@ THREATS TO BLACK FAMILIES 


Prospective black tenants on Birmingham 
housing estates have been warned not to move in. 
Black families visiting estates in the Acocks 
Green and Fox Hollies areas have been told by 
existing tenants: 

“If you move here we will make life hell’’. 

The harassment came to light when Councillor 
John O’Keeffe proposed an amendment to 
proposed new tenancy conditions. The new 
conditions state that tenants who subject their 
neighbours to racial harassment will face 
eviction. At Councillor O’Keeffe’s suggestion, 
the condition has been extended to include 
‘‘prospective neighbours’’. (Birmingham 
Evening Mail 22.2.85) 


@ NAZI STYLE RAIDS IN BIRMINGHAM 


Three young men have been sentenced for taking 
part in racialist attacks on Asian properties. 
Birmingham Crown Court Recorder, Brian 
Farrer, told the three that their dislike of Asians 
was like the nazis’ dislike of the Jews. 

‘People of my age are filled with horror and 
dismay at seeing the same sort of thing begin to 
happen again in this country’’, he said. 

He sentenced Lee Young (18), of Druids 
Heath, to 12 months youth custody, and David 
Ayres (22), of Warstock, and Stephen Green 
(21), of Druids Heath, to four months jail. All 
three had admitted smashing windows and door 
panes of Asians living mainly in the Druids 
Heath area of Birmingham. The properties 
attacked, some twice, included a doctor’s 
surgery, a dental surgery and shops. (Evening 
Mail 6.2.85) 


@ ARSON ATTACK ON TANDOORI 
RESTAURANT 


Police are treating as arson a fire which caused 
£75,000 worth of damage, destroying a Bracknell 
town centre Indian restaurant. Mirqbal and 
Mirakthar Hussein, owners, have been plagued 
by attacks and say the fire which started in the 
early hours was a racial attack. Two firemen 
were injured when a build up of intense heat 
during the fire caused an explosion, damaging 
nearby buildings. (Reading Post 5.2.85) 


GREENWICH: 


RISING TIDE 


OF RACIAL VIOLENCE 





The south east London borough of 
Greenwich has seen a marked 
increase in racist attacks in recent 
weeks. The most vicious attack 
took place in late February on the 
Morris Walk estate in Woolwich. 

A young black woman returning alone to 
her flat found it had been broken into and 
wrecked. Walls had been urinated on, the 
television smashed with a hammer, 
wardrobes ransacked and clothes shredded, 
and paint had been poured all over the 
carpet and furniture. Racist slogans, ‘‘out 
you nigger bitch’’, ‘‘black bitch out’’, 
*‘NF’”’ and others, were sprayed on the 
walls. Nothing was stolen. There was 
nothing in the flat to indicate that a black 
family lived there. 

The attack had obviously been carried 
out by racists who either lived nearby or 
who had been looking for a target. The 
woman and her children have since been 
rehoused. 

The Greenwich Campaign against Racist 
Attacks have documented other recent 
incidents of racist violence. In the past few 
months near the same estate: 

@ A black man leaving a pub with a largely 
black clientele was jumped by two racist 
thugs and his throat slashed open. He was 
lucky to survive, the knive just missing his 
jugular vein. 

@A well known white anti-racist leaving 
the same pub was followed onto a bus and 
stabbed in full view of other passengers. 

GCARA has documented many 
hundreds of similar attacks since it was 
formed in 1978. 


As is now the norm, the police have been 
more interested in asking for the victims’ 
passports than apprehending racist thugs. 
As a consequence attacks are rarely 
reported to the police, who then claim racist 
violence isn’t a problem in the borough. 
Given the police attitude many black people 
in Greenwich now see self organisation as 
the only means of combating the problem. 
They have no wish to see their borough 
attract the same reputation for attacks on 
black people as the East End of London 
has. 

GCARA is shortly moving office. 
Searchlight will pass on their new number. 


Black woman’s flat devastated by racist 
gang. 
























Rabies scare: Crane on the loose 





Nicky Crane is on the loose again. 
The admitted leader of a violent 
attack on the Hank Wangford band 
during a Greater London Council 
sponsored day for London’s young 
unemployed last summer has just 
been released after a six month 
prison sentence, following a fracas 
on a London underground train in 
which he was arrested in 
possession of an offensive 
weapon. 

Last time he came out of prison he lost 
no time in returning to battle. After serving 
a sentence for a serious assault on police 
officers during a British Movement riot 
against black people in south London, he 
was soon to be seen leading various violent 
actions in the company of the boot boys of 
the National Front’s Instant Response 
Unit. 

Despite clear photographic and eye- 
witness evidence of Crane’s role in the 
South Bank GLC day disturbances, no 


police action was forthcoming. The 
offensive weapon charge arose out of a 
different activity. 

Last Christmas Searchlight received a 
card from Crane, then a prisoner on the Isle 
of Wight. Although he got only six months 
the authorities chose to send him to one of 
the most secure prisons in the country — a 
clear indication of Crane’s violent nature. 
In his card he explained in graphic detail 
that he was not a member of the National 
Front but followed in the British Movement 
tradition, i.e. violence against just about 
everything. He also laid claim to his part in 
the attack of last summer. 

Searchlight believes that the GLC and the 
people who were attacked should demand 
that the police charge Crane for these 
assaults in which people were badly injured. 

Since arriving home from the Isle of 
Wight Crane has returned to his old 
stamping ground of south and east 
London. On Thursday nights he can be 
found at the Heaven disco at Charing 
Cross. 


His best friend Matt Morgan, who was 
sent to prison with Crane over the police 
assault case, had a wasted journey to the 
Isle of Wight with some nazi friends who 
wanted to welcome him home. When they 
got there they found that Crane had been in 
trouble and lost three days’ remission. 





THE WAR between American 
historical revisionists, in which the 
main protagonists are former NF 
editor Dave McCalden and 
Institute for Historical Review boss 
Willis Carto has reached a new 
pitch of acrimony with the 
distribution by Carto of a private 
dossier of dirt about his youthful 
adversary. 

The two parted company in 1979 after 
jointly establishing the Institute as the 
major source worldwide of literature 
attempting to deny the massacre of Jews in 
the nazi Holocaust. McCalden, from Ulster 
and a leading figure in the 1975/6 NF split 
which heralded the formation of the short 
lived National Party, emigrated to the 
States several years ago to become Carto’s 
right hand man in building up his revisionist 
empire. 

For the last couple of years, after an 
angry row with Carto in 1979, he has been 
circulating his own regular newsletter to 
IHR supporters, in which he relentlessly 
attacks Carto. Last December Searchlight 
reported McCalden’s allegations that: 
eCarto used a ‘‘suckers’ list’? of 
supporters to raise funds on spurious 
pretexts. 

@that thousands of dollars from such 
appeals had disappeared into Carto-run 
operations. 

@that one of Carto’s chief aides was an 
active Scientologist recruiting Institute 
members into the cult. 

@that a secret ‘“‘gay nazi’’ group in the 
Institute had organised Hitler birthday 
parties. 

Now Carto has replied in kind, with his 
own dossier on McCalden. It is not publicly 
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available, but is released to IHR subscribers 
enquiring about McCalden’s allegations. 
Carto’s package consists largely of letters 
from other right wingers — many of them 
British — testifying to McCalden’s dubious 
character. 

Carto himself is in no doubt about 
McCalden, describing him bluntly as ‘‘a 
provocateur, perhaps even an operative or 
agent of another organisation that is out to 
destroy historical revisionism in the United 
States’’. He claims that McCalden was 
booted out of the Institute for leaking the 
venue of the 1979 Revisionist Convention 
to the Jewish Defence League and then 
refusing to help ‘guard’ the meeting from 
protests held outside as a result. He also 
bemoans the fact that it was McCalden who 
laid the Institute open to legal proceedings 
by a claimant to the $50,000 ‘reward’ IHR 
offered for proof of the Holocaust. Many 
of these charges were originally made 
against Carto by McCalden. In a letter to 
his opponent Carto asks plaintively ‘“Why 
don’t you get out of my hair?”’ 

His assessment is backed up by British 
nazi leader John Tyndall, whose views were 
sought on Carto’s behalf by former 
National Socialist Movement fiihrer Colin 
Jordan, and communicated to Carto in a 
1982 letter. 





‘brothers’ 


Tyndall says he ‘‘formed the opinion that 
McCalden could be an enemy infiltrator’’ 
who cleverly adopted ‘‘leftist guise’? in a 
devious double bluff to avoid suspicion. 
This view of Tyndall’s, however, is only 
expressed privately and is missing in attacks 
he makes on McCalden in published letters 
to the American Sunbeam, which also form 
part of Carto’s dossier. In them, Tyndall 
angrily challenges McCalden’s version of 
events surrounding the bitter 1975/6 NF 
split. 


Serious allegations 


Throughout his campaign against Carto, 
McCalden seems to have been making use 
of IHR mailing lists, prompting Carto to 
stick in a bill for $40,000 ($10 per name) for 
‘unauthorised use’ along with threats of a 
claim for damages and a demand for the 
return of the lists to which McCalden had 
had access during his employment with the 
Institute. 

Correspondence from Carto to IHR 
enquirers denies some of the minor points 
raised by McCalden but simply ignores 
more serious allegations — that, for 
instance, an emergency appeal in 1969 for 
$55,000 to purchase the Institute’s 
headquarters building from a_ hostile 


...and fallout hits NF’s 


ONE OF the most astonishing 
enclosures in Willis Carto’s 
“Dossier on a ‘revisionist’ 
crank” is a lengthy letter from 
former NF deputy leader Richard 
Verrall to Institute for Historical 
Review director Tom Marcellus. 
In it, Verrall suggests that his 
wife, Pat Harrington’s solicitor 
Tessa Sempik, is interested in 
helping produce new revisionist 
literature. This contrasts with 
her many claims’ while 
representing Harrington that she 
had no political axe to grind. 
Verrall, though formerly deputy 
chairman of the NF and editor of 
Spearhead, is best known as the author 
of Did Six Million Really Die?, possibly 
the most notorious piece of post-war 
anti-semitic propaganda. He wrote it 
under the pseudonym ‘‘Richard 
Harwood’’, but was conclusively 
exposed as its author when he went to 
court to recover royalty payments from 


Tessa Sempik. 


his publishers, the Brighton-based 
Historical Review Press. 

His letter to Marcellus, written in 
October 1982, is primarily about 
royalties due for another pamphlet, The 
six million lost and found, and includes 
a response to a request from Marcellus 
for information about McCalden. 

Verrall states that he ‘‘would be 
happy to assist the Institute in any way 
possible’ and goes on to volunteer the 
services of himself and his wife Tessa 
Sempik in producing more revisionist 
literature. He writes: 


««. . On the Holocaust question, I feel 
the next major task confronting 
revisionists is a very scrupulous analysis 
of the evidence concerning the camps at 
Treblinka, Sobibor and Chelmno. 
Auschwitz has already been very 
effectively demolished in many analyses, 
though a definitive book just concerned 
with Auschwitz alone would also be 
highly desirable. My wife is of Polish 
origin and is fluent in the language, 
which places me in a_ particularly 
advantageous position (she is now very 
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war... 


landlord was actually used to purchase it 
for the IHR from another Carto operation, 
leaving Carto himself $55,000 better off. 

According to Carto, McCalden, a ‘‘long 
haired smelly hippy type’’, has found 
funding to the tune of $100,000 to finance 
his ‘‘smear campaign’’ against the IHR. 

Further testimony of McCalden’s perfidy 
comes in a lengthy letter from the British 
based Centre for Historical Review, 
publishers a couple of years ago of 
Holocaust News. Their lengthy exposure of 
his political past bears all the hallmarks of a 
portly former National Front leader, whose 
involvement with the anonymously printed 
Holocaust News is well known. 

The CHR has its own reasons for getting 
at McCalden — and they don’t all reach 
back to the heady days of the Strasserite 
inspired split of 1975. McCalden, they 
complain, removed their imprimatur from 
issue No.I of Holocaust News and reprinted 
it as his own. Their verdict: ‘‘The man is an 
unscrupulous parasite and adventurer’’. 

Be that as it may, there is no doubting his 
capacity for getting under the skin of 
Carto’s supporters. One of these, Bill Curry 
of Litchfield Park, Arizona, he has named 
as the source of a $50,000 donation to the 
Institute — a claim which Curry, in a letter 
included in the dossier, denies vehemently. 


lawyer 


interested in this whole question). A 
further advantage to investigators going 
to Poland now, especially the fluent 
language speakers, is the general 
conditions now prevailing there. 
Virtually any information and access to 
anything can be gained by bribes of 
officials. There is such a_ chronic 
shortage of all commodities, especially 
shoes, soap, toothpaste, baby products, 
vitamins and ordinary drugs, not to 
mention food and cigarettes, that 
bribery is endemic. Anybody 
investigating the camps and seeking 
access to documents normally seen only 
by party hacks thus has an enormous 
advantage if equipped with plenty of 
such commodities. My wife and I are 
very keen on the idea of going to Poland 
whilst these conditions remain, for 
research purposes. However, with the 
current recession and a hefty mortgage 
since I married earlier this year, this is 
well out of reach for some while. 

My best wishes to all at the Institute, 
and I hope to hear from you soon. 
Yours sincerely, 
Richard Verrall.’’ 


Especially upset, it appears, is Institute 
supporter H. Keith Thompson, who was 
given a rapturous and gushing reception 
when he spoke at the 1983 IHR Convention 
in Los Angeles. McCalden had accused him 
of a series of homosexual affairs, including 
one with the American far right’s guru 
Francis Parker Yockey, author of the book 
Imperium. Thompson denies it all, saying 
that drug treatment for two diseases over 
the last ten years has left him sexually 
impotent. 

But he does make major admissions 
‘about his past which cast much light on the 
true nature of the Institute: McCalden is 
sniping, he alleges, because of ‘‘my life of 
service to Hitler Germany .. .’’ which he 
admits included his ‘‘appointment in the 
overseas branch of Hitler’s security 
service’’. 


“Liar and FBI stooge” 


He claims that McCalden is actually being 
used by a ‘‘CIA middleman’’ to subvert the 
efforts of revisionists. Another source, he 
says, of McCalden’s information is the late 
former leader of the American Nazi Party, 
George Lincoln Rockwell, dismissed by 
Thompson as ‘‘a notorious liar and FBI 
stooge’’. 

Thompson himself is well known as the 
1950s representative in America of the nazi- 
revivalist German Rights Party, and a key 
figure in the American Renaissance Party. 
More recently he has been working with 
former SS General Otto Ernst Remer to 
build a new nazi party in West Germany. 
Since the war he has continuously been 
connected with surviving representatives of 
the Hitler regime at the very highest levels. 

On one issue, however, we can find no 
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Chard Verrall 





Above: Verrall writes to IHR. Right: 
flying the flag with the NF. 


But Tessa Sempik denies that any such 
construction should be placed on the 
letter. When its contents were put to her 
by Searchlight she said ‘‘I do speak 
Polish; I am second generation Polish, 
but I have no strong interest in holocaust 
revisionism’’. 

She confirmed that she and Verrall 
did have ‘‘intentions of going to 
Poland’ but insisted that this was 
primarily to visit relatives. The only 
research, she said, that they might be 
interested in doing was into ‘‘art history 
in Cracow’’, adding that her husband 








Top: H. Keith Thompson. Above: Tom 
Marcellus (left) with Willis Carto. 


fault in him at all: his assessment of 


McCalden is spot on. ‘‘David McCalden’’, 
he writes, ‘‘is human garbage’’. 





























was known as an art historian, and that 
this was probably what he was referring 
to. 

We pointed out that he was even 
better known as a revisionist historian 
and that the letter referred only to 
revisionist ‘research’. ‘‘That is not a 
topic that interests me’’, she said, ‘‘and I 
don’t know anything about it, although 
I would be quite happy to do translation 
for people on all sorts of things. Further 
than that, I can make no comment at 
all’’. 


Oxford nazis told ‘‘never again”’ 





OXFORD United Football Club 
officials moved quickly to remove a 
nazi banner being flaunted behind the 
goal during a recent away game at 
Blackburn Rovers. 


The banner — bearing the word ‘Oxford’ 
above a large swastika — was spotted on 


the terraces by club secretary Jim Hunt. He 
went to the fans holding it and demanded 
its removal. 

‘‘We do not want to be connected with 
anything like this’’ he told the Oxford Mail. 
“*I asked the people who put it up to take it 
down, and told them that we never want to 
see it again at our matches’’. 


Scotland Yard in hunt for Grey Wolf 





A MEMBER of the Grey Wolves, the 
Turkish fascist group involved in the 
attempted murder of Pope John Paul 
II, is being hunted by police in London 
after skipping bail while facing 
firearms charges. 


Alliosman Egbir, aged 41 and described 
as the owner of a copper mine, is suspected 
of being part of an international drug 
smuggling conspiracy, and was arrested in 
London in possession of a gun and 
ammunition. He failed to appear at 
Lambeth Court in South London at the 
beginning of March. 

In Turkey, Egbir is also wanted in 
connection with two murders, and an 
extradition request has been lodged with the 
British Foreign Office. At the moment, 


however, no extradition treaty exists 
between the two countries. 

His arrest in January followed 
surveillance by Scotland Yard’s Drugs 
Squad and after a high speed car chase 
through South London. Mehir Badur, who 
had been sharing a house with him in 
Bexleyheath, was also detained, and was 
subsequently fined £750 and recommended 
for deportation. 

Egbir is said to be part of a Dutch-based 
drugs ring and was suspected of being in 
Britain to set up a new operation here. 

Drug smuggling has historically been a 
major source of fund raising for the Grey 
Wolves who used it to finance their terrorist 
operations which reached a climax in the 
lead-up to the 1980 military coup in 
Turkey. 





New moves to deal with Italian fascists in 
Britain 


NEW moves may be afoot to deal 
with the ever present problem of 
Italian right-wing terrorists finding 
safe refuge in Britain. 

During a recent visit to Italy, Home 
. Secretary Leon Brittan held meetings with 
his Italian counterpart Signor Spadolini. 
Although there have been no Home Office 
press briefings or statements concerning the 
talks, Italian sources believe that the 
presence in London of wanted terrorists 
like Roberto Fiore and his NAR comrades, 
was discussed. 

They arrived in London over three years 


ago in the wake of the Bologna station 
bomb outrage, but efforts to have them 
extradited failed. Since then they have been 
providing advice and ideological guidance 
to the new Strasserite leadership of the 
National Front. 

Roberto Fiore himself was recently trying 
to persuade British newspapers that security 
services in Italy and Britain were hatching a 
scheme to return him and his friends to 
Rome where they could face charges 
including attempted murder, arson and 
armed robbery. 


LETTERS 





Dear Searchlight, 

In January last year you repeated an allegation 
which you had apparently first made during the 
1983 General Election campaign that | can be 
described as having “‘extreme right links” in that 
| had “written for the extreme right Liverpoo/ 
Newsletter’. | have informed you in private 
correspondence that this is untrue in any 
meaningful sense whatsoever, and you have 
invited me to set out the facts in your 
correspondence columns. They are as follows. 

In June 1980, the Bow Group published my 
pamphlet on Civil Defence: A Time for 
Commitment which was widely reviewed in the 
national press, not least in the Daily Telegraph of 
30 June 1980 in the main leading article. This 
coverage resulted in some correspondence, 
including a request for permission to reproduce 
in abbreviated form the substance of my 
pamphlet, by the editor of The Liverpool 
Newsletter — a publication of which |, like | 
suspect 99 out of every 100 people, had never 
heard. 

Thinking it must just be some innocuous local 
broadsheet, | consented to material from my 
Bow Group pamphlet being used, and rapidly 
forgot about the whole thing until three years 
later when it was raised prior to my election as an 
MP. If Searchlight is as clued-up on pro- and 
anti-fascists as it purports to be, you should have 
been aware that it is ridiculous to suggest that | 
would ever knowingly write for any anti-semitic 
publication — which is what | understand you 
maintain this newsletter to be. Apart from my 
close personal and political links with several 
Conservative activists from the Jewish 
community, and apart from my membership of 
the Conservative Friends of Israel organisation, 
you ought to have noted the Early Day Motion | 
tabled on behalf of oppressed Soviet Jewry quite 
some months ago. 

If you have the slightest real evidence that | 
hold anti-semitic views, | would request you to 
produce it at once. Otherwise | would advise you 
to turn your attention to genuine anti-semites, 
instead of attacking opponents of anti-semitism 
like myself who happen also to be Conservatives. 

| regret the length of this letter, but request its 
publication in full, as it is inevitably more 
complicated to dispose of a false innuendo than 
to make one. 

Yours faithfully, 
Edward Leigh MP 
House of Commons 


@7he early day motion tabled “quite some 
months ago” was actually dated 8 November 
1984, eleven months after the article complained 
of. Foresight we strive for. Clairvoyence is 
something else. — Editor. 








Shrewsbury: Hate across the border vee 


Shrewsbury is a pretty English 
town nestling alongside the Welsh 
border in Shropshire. According to 
local police officer Chief Inspector 
Brown: “It is a quiet English town 
with a small immigrant population. 
There aren’t any racists or fascists 
here. We wouldn’t expect that sort 
of thing to happen here”. 

The sort of thing the Chief Inspector did 
not expect to happen was an attempted 
murder of a local Asian businessman late 
last year. Rafiq Mohammed, who moved to 
Shrewsbury from Wolverhampton to run 
the SB Stores off-licence, was seriously 
burned when he got into his van one 
evening, inserted the key in the ignition and 
the van exploded in a ball of fire. Eye 
witnesses said the sound of the explosion 
was like a building collapsing. They also 
noticed a car making a fast get-away 
immediately afterwards. 

Nearly three months later the police have 
still not received the forensic reports on the 
vehicle, and Mr Mohammed is§ sstill 
undergoing hospital treatment. 

One local journalist we spoke to seemed 
to have had the idea put into his head that it 
was probably an insurance job. Mr 
Mohammed’s son was outraged by this 
suggestion: ‘‘My father was unlikely to 
blow himself up for £250 insurance money; 
people who think this way must be sick’’. 

Whilst the Chief Inspector may be keen 
to protect the good name of his lovely 
town, in reality it is a place with a growing 
reputation for racial attacks and 


In the last issue of Searchlight 
(number 117) we reported on the 
life and times of Victor Norris, nazi, 
satanist, convicted child sex 
offender and private detective. 
Norris was at the bottom end of a 
chain of private investigators hired 
to pry into the private and public 
lives of anti-nuclear protestors, 
and his name has been passed to 
the murder squad investigating the 
death of Hilda Murrell near 
Shrewsbury a year ago. 





Dirty tricks team circa 1968: Peter Cavalier 
(left) and Peter Crozier (right). 





> ~ 


harassment. Mohammed’s youngest son is 
taunted at school by his fellow pupils who 
call him ‘‘wog’’ and ‘‘paki’’. The teachers 
say it is only name calling and do nothing 
about it. 

Mohammed’s shop is regularly 
bombarded in the night with rubbish, 
including take away curries. Asians who 
have the misfortune to have to park their 
cars in the town’s main car park often 
return to them to find head lamps and 
windscreens smashed and tyres slashed. 

The claim by the police that there are no 





Rafiq Mohammed's van, torn apart by an explosion. 


racists or fascists in the area is ludicrous 
and if it were not for the seriousness of the 
murderous attack on Mr Mohammed it 
would be a bad joke. It is not as though the 
police should not know what is going on in 
Shrewsbury. They have a dozen Special 
Branch officers based there under a 
Detective Chief Inspector. 

But perhaps one should not expect more 
from a police force that has been unable to 
find the killers of Hilda Murrell after a 
whole year. 


THE CHAOTIC MIND OF VICTOR 


NORRIS 





Norris’s connections weave a strange and 
mysterious web, in and out of the hard-line 
nazi right, into satanism and towards 
people in high places with security service 
links. When interviewed in 1968 by anti- 
fascists posing as nazis, he boasted about 
his wide range of high level connections and 
his ability to cause havoc on the left. He 
defined the left in the broadest possible 
terms. 

In the recent Fleet Street revelations 
concerning the hiring of private 
investigators to monitor anti-nuclear 
protestors it emerged that included in the 
chain that hired Norris was Peter Hamilton, 
a former military intelligence officer who 
claims to be an expert on subversion and 
how to counter it. 

Following Norris’s conviction for a series 
of horrific sexual offences against very 
young children in 1969, his boasting was 
put down to the delusions of a lunatic. The 
lady he lived with at the time told us that 
doctors had said that, although he had got 
only a six-year sentence, which was very 
lenient in the light of the offences, he was 
unlikely to be released as he was mentally a 
very sick man. Norris however got full 
remission and was soon out and politically 
active, with a driving desire to indulge in 


extremely nasty satanic practices. 

Searchlight reported that one of Norris’s 
many groups, the Salvo Society, was started 
in early 1969. We have since been 
approached by an extremely reliable source 
who has given us a real insight into Norris’s 
activities far earlier than that. We now 
know that Norris ran the Salvo Society 
throughout the 60s and was active in a 
number of other groups, like the Friends of 
Rhodesia, a group that included officers of 
Ian Smith’s secret service operating in 
Britain. 

At the height of the protest against the 
war in Vietnam, Norris organised a heavy 
squad as ‘‘the Anti-Communist 
Commando’’. This group indulged in 
dressing up as ‘left-wingers’ and then 
causing trouble at demonstrations and 
physically attacking people. On one 
occasion they attacked an anti-war protest 
group’s offices in the City with home-made 
rockets made up of distress flares and large 
bangers. They also caused damage to 
various other buildings by smashing 
windows and breaking in under cover of 
darkness. 

In spring 1968 Norris approached the 
Vietnamese Embassy in London and 
offered to provide men to guard the 


building against ‘left-wing bastards’ who 
might attack it. The offer was rejected. 
Mysterious death threats were made to 
those on the right who wanted a more 
moderate approach. One such threat 
purported to come from ‘the Angry 
Brigade’. 

When Tariq Ali and a large group of 
anti-war protestors stopped a meeting held 
in Kensington Town Hall at which the 
Vietnamese Ambassador was due to speak, 
Norris once again turned up on the scene 
offering to beat up the left. When the 
meeting’s organiser declined the offer 
Norris said to him’ ‘‘you’re too soft, you 
bastard, we know how to deal with these 
cunts’’. 

With the approach of the October mass 
demonstration against the war a 
scaremongering campaign was gathering 
momentum by the day. The London 
Evening News was very embarrassed after 
running a headline ‘Anarchist Machine 
Gun Factory Discovered’, only to find that 
the people running it were two hardline 
nazis, the Olliffe brothers of the National 
Socialist Group, some of whose members 
were very friendly with Victor Norris. 

But because of events in Paris, the British 
right and the establishment grew more 
worried. In the heat of the situation Norris 
found himself invited to meetings of 
various anti-left activists, including Essex 
Monday Club members, a senior Young 


Terry 
Flynn’s — 
country — 
retreat — 
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Conservative student officer, a Ukrainian 
emigre leader and National Monday Club 
members, among whom was Lady Jane 
Birdwood. She told us that she knew Norris 
from that time and found him ‘‘well, a bit 
strong in his views’’. Norris made a 


proposal to drop bricks and other material 
on the demonstrators if they were to march 
under bridges along the embankment. Also 
suggested was the idea that some of his 
home-made rockets could be fired across 
the Thames into the ranks of the marchers 
to create chaos and cause such disorder 





Vic Norris 


Commandant Terry Flynn is by 
day a humble railwayman. But 


_ give him time to change and he 


transforms himself into the 
fiihrer of Milton Keynes. 

With uniform and jackboots he struts 
around the town and countryside 
indulging in acts of nonsense, from 
daubing to holding odd ceremonies at 
German war graves in this country. His 
organisation, the November 9th Society, 
takes its name from the date of Hitler’s 
failed putsch in Munich in 1923. 
Another name used to cover its more 
violent activities is the British White 
Race Defence Commandos. 

Flynn is also prolific in sending 


- jiterature to MPs, newspapers and any 
_ idiot who applies for his trash. 


In an interview with his local paper 
seven years ago Flynn claimed that his 
group was not going to become a diluted 
nazi party little better than Tories, like 
the National Front. ‘‘We believe civil 
war is coming to this country’, he told 
the reporter. ‘‘The Aryan whites against 
the blacks. November 9th is dedicated to 
spreading the ideas of national 
socialism. We are nazis and proud of 


ras 


_ Flynn lives together with his soul 


mate, Margaret Sibert, a former British 
women’s judo champion. 
_ Apart from the victims of Flynn and 


his cronies’ criminal harassment of 


— people in Milton Keynes, nobody has 


ever really taken Flynn’s outfit seriously. 


__ This changed when he met Colin Parkin, 
a retired businessman residing at 
_ Sibberscote Manor just outside 


‘Shrewsbury. Parkin clearly saw 


| larger 


“that the troops will have to be called out’’. 
Even for some of the Monday Club 
hardliners this proved to be too extreme, 
and they appeared to have distanced 
themselves from him. But according to 
Jane Birdwood, she was still in touch with 
him as recently as ‘‘1979, 1980 and 1981” 
— in fact the address she gave for him was 
the one from which he was running his nazi 
satanic cult in Ipswich until fairly recently. 
Whoever was behind Norris remains a 
mystery for the time being. But the history 
of that period records that on the day of the 
demonstration a number of people were 
arrested posing as left-wingers from a group 
that was full of people from Essex. This 
organisation was run by a mystery figure, 
Peter Crozier. His supporters were stopped 
in a van full of left-wing material and clubs. 
They were under instructions to cause 
trouble on the police lines and make it look 
bad for the peace marchers. Crozier, who 
hung around a number of hard-line nazi 
outfits including Colin Jordan’s British 
Movement for about three years, eventually 
disappeared after his close links to the 
intelligence services were uncovered. 
Norris, Crozier, the plan to create 
chaos in the streets, the violence, 
and somebody’s plans to 
destabilise first the left and 
possibly later the country itself, 
raise the question, who and why? 


something in Flynn that others had 
missed, and from then on Flynn and his 
motley crew have been spending every 
spare moment playing games at the 
manor. 

Parkin came to Searchlight’s attention 
in the late 70s when he wrote to the 
local press in Shrewsbury declaring his 
support for the National Front. 

Other house guests at the manor 
include Edith Glastra and Arthur 
Shorthouse, two long time associates of 


Colin Jordan, former boss of Britain’s 


nazis. Shorthouse had a wide range of _ 
other political connections, including 

Bee Carthew’s now. defunct 

“Powellight’? and the Conservative 

Party. Both were active in British 

Movement until it closed down. 


Weekend resort 


@ Shrewsbury is at the centre of an area 


that is populated by leading nazi 
activists. Michael McLaughlin, who runs 
his ‘‘Rifle and Rucksack’’ survivalist 
and gun shop in Wrexham, is within 
spitting distance. Ray Adshead, another 
wild man on the far right, resides a few 
miles to the south at Ludlow. And 
British nazi organisations ranging from 
British Movement to Column 88 have 
held regular para-military exercises just 


| over the Welsh border for several years 


now. 

Shrewsbury’s close proximity to the 
fascist concentrations in 
Birmingham, Coventry and Liverpool, 


| linked as it is by fast modern roads, has 
| made it an ideal spot for short term 
| weekend activities. 





he ona ‘the beans on Je rdan‘s 


involvement. 


D, MYATT of the Order of The Nine Angles writes of: 


| MAGICK DEBUNKED! 


An ‘Alternative’ Mies 


Chureh Stretton, 
Shropshire 
12th August 


Dear Mr Wiltshire, 
I was very pleased to receive your letter. 
I agree we should meet: within the next two weeks I will 
be visit: in Jordan in Yorkshire so perhaps this would 
| provide a opportunity, If you are agreeable we could 
Rest in Harrogate = late afternoon would be best. Also, 
if you wish, you could meet Colin Jordan at the same time. 
However, should you pot wish to, let me know and I will 
(| meet you after seeing CJ. 


ape a pedigr piles way 
back to Tides whes he. — as 
-natic lent 


Myatt’s rural nazi “hideaway. The © 
scheme fell through and Wiltshire 


moved on to play a part in the Strasserite 


_ overthrow of NF leader Martin Webster 


a few months later. 
_ Following our exposure, Myatt wrote 


to Searchlight protesting that he had 
given up all his unpleasant political and 


occultist habits, and was now into more | 


3 respectable religions like Buddhism. 


But now he seems once more to have 


thrown himself onto Satan’s tender 


Alistair Crowley, 
extreme”. They have been described as 
_ devotees of ‘‘chaos magic’. 


mercies. In a recent issue of the occult 
magazine Lamp of Thoth, he announced 


the launch of the Order of the Nine 


gles, explaining their beliefs in an 


article which even hardened black magic — 


watchers found difficult to fathom. The 


_ group is said by knowledgeable occult 


in the same tradition as 
but rather more 


At the moment, Myatt is seeking a 
publisher for a manuscript in which he 


outlines the ‘Nine Angles’ beliefs. It is 


called, appropriately, The a of the 


_ ~ Weird. 


Rovtar one ‘okt the 


Colin Jordan. 


NOVEMBER Sth ntl Folk Y & 


‘| 9th Society. 
ciate member or a full time party member. 


| boy' system, 


that never —— humiliate or use you. 


We are a classless * 
| National Socialist organisation containing building workers, 
office workers, ex-servicemen and unemployed. 


Promotion in the 9th is by merit only, there is no ‘old 
: If you have had enough of being a second class 
citizen in your own country join us today and make friends 


WANTED ... men and women of all ages to join the November 
Anyone and everyone is made welcome as an asso- 
a 


ep 


LEICESTER Pap FALLS IN WITH 
RACIST LOONIES 


PETER Bruinvels, MP for Leicester East, is 
the man who once offered to personally 
officiate at hangings if capital punishment 
were restored and a hangman could not be 
found. His latest effort is called the “Law 
and Order Society”. The main aim of this set 
up seems to be to raise money to prosecute 
miners’ leader Arthur Scargill for sedition, 
which could make an exciting case as the 
British courts have not heard this charge 
since 1952. 

But the road on which the esteemed 
Member of Parliament has set out may be 
full of pot holes, if not land mines, as one of 
his political bedfellows is Lady Jane 
Birdwood. This diehard racist and anti- 
semite is very busy these days with her 
behind-the-scenes support for “Fairplay for 
White Tenants” .and her “Self Help” 
organisation, with its boring but nasty 
publication Choice. She is also not averse to 
gracing the odd nazi platform from time to 


time. 

Lady Jane got the anti-pit strike ball 
rolling fairly soon after the strike started. By 
late last year she had set up a fund to raise 
£100,000 to bring a case against Scargill. An 
earlier aim to buy a private pit and take on 
the NUM seems to have evaporated. 

The “Self Help” crew also number in their 
ranks several retired admirals and brigadiers 
as well as one Mr Campbell, who is in reality 
Edward Martell, a discharged bankrupt who 
once raised tens of thousands of pounds to 
promote strike breaking activities. 

Eagle-eyed observers of the far right 
noticed that a booklet issued by ‘Self Help” 
bore the same title as one being pushed by 
Bruinvels. After some fairly heavy cross 
examination by reporters at the House of 
Commons on the launch of his society last 
month, he finally admitted links with the 
Birdwood outfit. And when people 
telephoned the number given by his 








Peter Bruinvels. 


organisation they got an answer phone 
message which stated that Mr Campbell 
would ring them back later. 

Searchlight’s advice for Bruinvels is to give 
up this silliness before he looks a bigger fool 
than he does already. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 





Million pound 
reward offered for 
Mengele 


The Simon Wiesenthal Centre in Los 
Angeles has announced a reward of a 
million dollars for the capture and 
hand-over to the authorities of Dr 
Josef Mengele. The main condition is 
that he is handed over alive to stand 
trial. Coupled with the reward being 
offered by the West German 
government there is now a prize of 
£1,375,000 on Mengele’s head. 

US Senate hearings that have tried to 
unravel clues to his whereabouts have heard 
every kind of tale and bit of gossip 
imaginable, ranging from him working as a 
bee-keeper in Paraguay to his worldwide 
travels including visits to the United States. 
The real experts still believe he is at large on 
West German documents under another 
name. 

In Searchlight 113 we suggested that the 
evil doctor was probably dealing in hard 
drugs. His object was not entirely the 
financial input this would give him, because 
he is a wealthy man in his own right through 
the family engineering firm. Of greater 
interest was the development of a close 
working association with other neo-nazis 
following the same trade in Latin America. 


Hard drugs 


Information contained in further CIA files 
released in Washington indicate that 
Mengele was already involved in the hard 
drugs trade in Paraguay as early as 1971. 
The recently de-classified documents have 
been made available to Republican senators 
Alfone D’Amato (New York) and Arlen 
Specter (Pennsylvania), who are leading 
lights in the Senate’s investigations. 

A new turn in the investigation indicates 
that Mengele may have left Europe through 
British-controlled Trieste in the late 1940s, 
along the same ‘rat line’ as Barbie and 
many others. It has been claimed that 
Barbie worked for British Intelligence 
before the Americans took him over. 
Whereas Barbie had some spurious claim 
that he could supply the warriors in a 
rapidly approaching ‘cold war’ with 
information on the left in western Europe 
and their possible Soviet links, Mengele had 
nothing of this nature to offer. 

Some people have suggested that 
Mengele was able to trade valuable 
scientific knowledge gained from his 
medical and chemical research at 
Auschwitz. They think he might have made 
rapid advances by his horrific experiments 
on human beings. But although he had a 
good record at medical school as a bright 
student, experts have stated time and time 
again that his ideas were a hotch potch of 
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nazi genetics and fantasy with no real 
medical value. 

Meanwhile, in Lyons, embarrassment 
was nearly avoided for those awaiting with 
something more than a little trepidation the 
trial of former Gestapo torturer Klaus 
Barbie, which is due to start late this year. 
According to reports Barbie was nearly 
poisoned when his medication ‘was mixed 
up’. 


Barbie and his lawyer, Verges, are 


threatening to name collaborators who 
assisted him in his dirty work during the 
war in occupied France. 





© 





“or jp : ew 
Artukovic’s men in action: “If you can’t kill 
a serb or a Jew, you are an enemy of the 
Croatian state”. 


Extradition granted 


An American court has ordered the 
extradition of 85-year-old Croatian 
Andrija Artukovic, held to be 
responsible for the deaths of up to 
three quarters of a million Jews in 
the last war. 

Artukovic was Interior Minister during 
the nazi occupation of Croatia — now part 
of Yugoslavia — but has lived in the United 
States for the last 37 years. His extradition, 
for which Yugoslav authorities have pressed 
for many years, was, in accordance with US 
extradition law, ordered on the basis of 
only one cited murder. But the judge stayed 
execution of his order to allow Yugoslav 
authorities time to provide evidence of 
other specific murders in which Artukovic 
may have been involved and for which he 
could then stand trial. 

The one murder victim specified so far is 
a Dr Vidic, sent to a concentration camp in 
1941. 


FRANCE 





Racists on radio 


An anti-semitic ‘left-wing radical’ has 
been fined for inciting racial hatred. 
Broadcasting on an independent radio 
station, the man had made approving 
comments after an attack on a Jewish 





restaurant in 1982. 

As a recent news report in the Jewish 
Chronicle notes, this has not been the only 
such incident in recent years. Another 
independent station, Radio Third World, 
organised a programme on the fortieth 
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz 
in which doubt was cast on the existence of 
the nazi death camps. And in a recent 
television programme, an _ anti-semitic 
writer, Marc Edouard Nabe, praised the 
nazis and those French intellectuals who 
had advocated genocidal policies. 


UNITED STATES 





More revelations 
about terrorist 


group 


Following more arrests of suspected 
members of the terrorist Silent 
Brotherhood of the White American 
Bastion, federal and state authorities 
now believe that the group was 
responsible not only for a half-million 
dollar armoured car robbery in Seattle 
and a three-and-a-half-million dollar 
armoured car ambush in California but 
was also planning to rob the main 
storage vault of the Brinks security 
company in San Francisco. Among the 
18 arrested were two of the company’s 
managers. 

The Brotherhood, also known as The 
Order, is believed to have been 30 to 40 
strong and to have taken many of its ideas 
from neo-nazi William Pierce’s 1978 novel, 
The Turner Diaries, which portrayed a 
racist guerilla band fighting to overthrow 
the American government. 

In a letter written shortly before his death 
in a gun-battle with the FBI, Order leader 
Robert Matthews predicted that his ‘‘days 
on this planet are rapidly drawing to a 
close’’ and spoke of his contempt for the 
American people, ‘‘some of the most 
cowardly, stupid, degenerates that have 
ever littered the face of this planet’’. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ BAN SOUGHT ON NAZI COMING TO 
LIVE IN EIRE 


A campaign has been launched by members 
of the Jewish community in Ireland against 
the Dutch nazi war criminal Pieter Menten 
retiring to live in a 50-room house in 
Leamybrien, Co. Waterford, when he is 
released from prison in Holland during 
March. Menten, 85, styled as a ‘millionaire 
art collector’, has completed two-thirds of his 
10-year sentence for collaborating with the 
nazis in the murder of 20 to 30 Poles. Ben 
Briscoe, a Jewish member of the Dublin 
Parliament, said: ‘‘Menten is a former SS 
officer, a killer and a man who made millions 
on the blood of innocent women and 
children’’. 

Menten’s ex-wife Meta has carried out 
extensive work on the 50-room house in 
preparation for his homecoming, with 
security features like bullet-proof windows 
and floodlighting. 
































RECAP: An A-Z of who's who on the far right 


necuciaire: Robin 


An extremely wealthy landowner, Robin 

- Beauclaire had interests in property, 
_ farming and catering. Involved with the 
_ far right since the end of the Second 


__ World War, he helped set up the Racial 
__ Preservation Society in the mid-60s, and 

was a senior member of the National 

_ Front when it was founded in 1967 (he 


| and his family appeared on an NF 
‘recruitment poster in 1976). The last 


years of his life were spent in the so- 
_ ealled “revisionist’’ campaign to deny 


the nazi holocaust of the Jews. The 


address of the Historical Review Press 

| {publisher of the notorious Did Six Million 
_ Really Die) was his farm, which was also 
__ the venue for a cross-burning ceremony 


| during the late 1970s visit of David Duke. _ 
He died in 1981. 


Boe Donald 


Air Vice-Marshall Don Bennett, dubbed _ 


fight. 


Association for Freedom). A 
executive member of the Monday Club, 


_ British National Party in 1983. 


recognisable fig 

She was involved in Mey : 
__Whitehouse’s _ National Viewers’ 
Listeners’ Campaign, — the Festival of 
causes. 


and 


Light, and other “moral” 
{including those also involving Norris 
McWhirter, later of the National 
A past 


she is a close associate of oo 
(Immigration Control Association), Bee 

Carthew (Powellight), G.K. Young (Tory 
Action), Harvey Proctor MP and most 
recently Joan Mason (WISE). 


spoke at a rally held by John Tyndall's 
. Although 
she has had some involve 


Pathfinder” during World War Two, has __ 


been involved as financier of an 
: 


ment, 


and the 
ts, British chapter 


ti-semite Magers: World aie . 





death. 4 
National Front, she has been more _ 


She. 
marched with the National Front and 
_ British Movement in the 1970s, and 


ent with 


_racist vigilante groups in South and East —_conspiratorialist. 


ach also whes for de Bouneviale’ s 
newsletter Candour. He is thought to be __ 
ey onthe a. we of the foaeist S 
odisof font 


Kounevialie. Rosine de 
The most faithful disciple of the NF’s _ 


first chairman A.K. Chesterton, Rosine __ 
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HEIR PAPERS SAY 


NAZIS’ SOIL PIPE DREAM 


Wishful thinking has always played a major 
part in the make-up of the fascist. If only I 
could be a success, if only I had a smart 
uniform to wear, if only I were a super- 
hero, etc and etc. Increasingly, the pages of 
National Front magazines are being filled 
with a stranger sort of wish: if only I were 
ploughing a field with birds chirping all 
around me. 

Of course, most members of the National 
Front prefer to wear Doc Martin bovver boots, 
rather than farming wellies. Most recruits come 
from urban areas. The urban bias of the party is 
illustrated in February’s National Front News. 
On the back page, NFN gives a Sales League of 
the branches which have managed to sell the 
most copies of the magazine. Number one in the 
list is Leeds, followed by Lambeth. Birmingham 
comes next, and then various districts in 
London. Urban area follows urban area, and the 
NF’s own headquarters, in Pawsons Road, 
Croydon, is not exactly tucked away down leafy 
lanes and thatched cottages. 

Yet the pages of Nationalism Today, the NF’s 
own “‘radical voice of British Nationalism’’, are 
forever pumping out the bucolic dream, via the 
printing presses of Croydon. The latest issue, 
number twenty six, has an article by Nick 
Griffin, who these days is quite a big cheese in 
the NF’s dairy farm. Griffin’s piece, entitled 
‘Back to the Land’ starts with the declaration: 
“The call for a major move ‘Back to the Land’ is 
an important part of the National Front’s 
programme for the reconstruction of Britain’’. 

Mr Griffin, who, as far as we know, spends 
most of his time in the big city, writes that ‘‘the 
cancerous influence of the Metropolis can only 
be healed by the wind from the sea, the snows of 
the mountains and the caress of the summer sun, 
by the contact with the soil of our native land’. 
If Mr G could avoid phrases like ‘cancerous’, as 
well as the references to matters such as Blood 
and Soil, he might one day be able to find gainful 
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Viking Youth members prepare for arduous route march — a stroll round rugged 


employment writing holiday brochures. 

Splendidly rural photographs accompany the 
piece, as country streams meander past Mr 
Griffin’s paragraphs, and trees groan with fruit 
above his sentences. One photo is particularly 
touching. An old rural figure, with pipe tucked 
into mouth, stands with a huge plough in his 
hand. The caption explains: ‘‘Our ancestors felt 
a very close affinity with the land’’. It’s all very 
different from the grim-faced paper-sellers 
photographed by National Front News in the 
streets of Hounslow. What is more, this grim- 
faced paper-seller is apparently ‘‘the highlight of 
the Hounslow activists’ week’’. Who can blame 
them for dreaming of birds tweet-tweeting and of 
Tarka the otter romping about in the sunshine? 

Rural activities are advertised in National 
Review, a magazine which used to be called 
League Review and which likes to give mentions 
to extreme fascist groups around the world. 
Amongst the groups given a plug in issue forty 
nine is the World Union of National Socialists. 
For many years WUNS has sought to co-ordinate 
activities of unregenerate Hitler-worshippers. 
Although WUNS might find the National Front 
not sufficiently reverential towards Hitler these 
days, both agree upon the virtues of fresh air. 
National Review mentions that the Danish 
General Secretary of WUNS earlier this year 
“‘went on a sea-side outing to Hastings’’. 


Viking tours 


Another group which likes its outings is Viking 
Youth. National Review mentions that the 
Northern League, a European ‘cultural’ group, 
was able to arrange trips to the Westphalian 
National Park and to be entertained by a 
‘‘wonderful exhibition of singing and dancing by 
the Viking Youth’’. An advertisement in the 
magazine invites Britons to attend the Viking 
Youth Whitsun Camp to be held in Germany: 
‘“‘families with children are particularly 
welcome’’. A photograph of a previous camp 


shows lines of children and adults standing stock 
still to attention in front of tents: that’s the 
disciplined way to enjoy nature. 

Some of the other adverts give an idea of the 
sort of people who read National Review. For a 
mere six pounds fifty pence readers can buy an 
‘‘Adolf Hitler Memorial Wall Plaque in Silver 
and Gold’’; for one-fifty one can obtain (‘‘At 
Last!”’, says the ad) a genuine ‘“‘Wolf Hook 
Chrome Pin/Stud Style Badge’’. By sending one 
pound to People of the Rune in Pennsylvania, 
one will obtain a unique treatise on the 
“Superman, the Aryan God and the Cause of 
Eternal Recurrence’’. That should cheer them up 
in Hounslow. 


Strange allies? 


There’s a couple of curious articles in National 
Review. There’s a lengthy tribute to the Irish 
Republican Michael Collins. As is well known, 
Collins was prominent in the battle for Irish 
independence after the First World War. An 
advocate of Irish unity, Collins nevertheless 
clashed with De Valera after independence, and 
was killed during the resulting civil war. All this 
is recounted by National Review, without the 
usual themes of conspiracy or racial purity. For 
National Review, Collins is ‘probably the most 
remarkable and dynamic revolutionary leader of 
the twentieth century’’. 

This sort of praise for one of the heroes of 
Irish republicanism would not go down very well 
amongst the urban bumpkins of the National 
Front. For the past few years, the NF have been 
trying to ingratiate themselves with the most 
extreme elements of the Ulster Loyalists, 
amongst whom Collins is not exactly a favourite 
hero. One of the leading lights of the NF is Steve 
Brady, who has a piece in the latest Nationalism 
Today. Brady praises the NF’s ‘“‘goal of 
ruralism”’ and claims that ‘‘the best among our 
folk yearn still in their hearts for the trees and the 
stars’’. 

National Review, whose writers modestly 
publish their stuff under pseudonyms, also has a 
piece by a Brady: one ‘Robert’ Brady. This 
particular Brady writes on themes which could 
have come straight from the pen of the more 
familiar Brady. There is praise for fascism, 
which contrary to all appearances is a rather 
revolutionary affair. According to Brady, both 
‘Robert’ in National Review and Steven in 
countless previous articles, the spirit of fascism is 
expressed by Gregor Strasser. Thus ‘Robert’ 
writes of ‘‘the pure National Socialism of Gregor 
Strasser’. 

That sort of talk about Strasser being the pure 
nazi is the sort of thing to spoil the Whitsun 
camps of Viking Youth or the WUNS day trips 
to Hastings. Anyone who buys one of those 
elegant silver and gold wall plaques will recognise 
the heresy. On the other hand, the happy 
campers of the National Front wouldn’t be too 
chirpy if they knew that one of their number was 
mixing with admirers of Irish Republicans. It 
must be just a coincidence: two admirers of 
Strasser with the same surname. 

That’s the trouble with fascism: it gets so 
complicated. And that’s why the fascists, their 
brains aching with the difficulty of it all, like to 
sit back and dream of the sunshine, the open 
fields and the thatched cottage by the stream. Oh 
well, one can always dream but make do with an 
outing from Hounslow to Hastings. 





DREADNOUGHT 


LOTH though one is to devote valuable 
space to treating of a rather insignificant 
journal produced by a suburban band of 
Young Conservatives, nevertheless the 
temptation is irresistible. 

Regular readers will have heard of it: it is 
called Dreadnought, it comes from Uxbridge 
YCs — and yes, it featured most 
prominently in an early report on far right 
infiltration produced by more mainstream 
YCs before their conference blockbuster in 
1983. 

Issue 25 styles itself ‘Yuletide 1984’ on its 
dateline and must be pretty unique in 
conservative circles in so doing — although 
we can think of other political circles where 
it might be more commonplace. As when it 
came under the gaze of the YC leadership all 
those months ago, it is edited by Stuart 
Notholt and features an editorial arguing 
that “letting Ethiopia starve may well be the 
best way to end the Communist 
government in Addis Ababa”. This sort of 
view appears to be gaining increasing 
currency in youthful Tory circles, most 
notably in the Federation of Conservative 
Students where wild ‘libertarian’ elements 
have seized control. 

Only two years ago, Stuart Notholt was a 
student at Oxford University, where, as an 
activist in its university branch, he took over 
the running of the Monday Club’s National 
Security Policy Committee. Participants at 
its meetings were sworn to the strictest 
secrecy, and an acute paranoia 
characterised its proceedings. The 
inaugural meeting in November 1982 was 


attended by just four people: Notholt, Dr 
Kitty Little (who has expressed the view 
that Jews control outer space) Commander 
Courtney and Morris Riley. They decided to 
study obstacles to the intelligence services 
doing their job properly. In particular, they 
resolved to investigate ‘subversive’ 
organisations like CND and Youth CND 
which, according to Notholt, “has been 
taken over by the Trots”. 

But of special interest to us is a feature 
entitled ‘Know Your Enemy No.Il — 
Searchlight’ penned by none other than our 
old friend Mark Taha — libertarian, fake 
Labour Party supporter, and associate of 
mercenaries and nazis, who takes us to task 
for various exposures which have coloured 
our pages, including a few minor items on 
Taha himself. He has, he claims, “been on 
the receiving end of their yellow journalism 
more than once”. More than twice, if the 
truth be told. In fact, more than four times. 

But here’s an odd point: despite listing 
our exposure of former National Action 
Party youth leader Adrian Wiltshire’s efforts 
to con money out of the Greater London 
Enterprise Board, and despite listing most of 
our tales about Taha himself, his article 
omits any mention of the one piece which 
actually connects the two. Nowhere will 
you find mention of the fact that Taha was 
looking for employment through a nazi ‘job- 
finding’ service run by the Hitler-loving 
Wiltshire. 

Well, admitting to rightist ‘libertarian’ 
tendencies in a YC journal probably does Mr 
Taha no harm — but an association with a 
known nazi might be altogether more 
difficult for some of his readers to swallow. 
Taha’s explicit claim that ‘‘my only 
encounter with NAP members was at a 
public meeting last year when some of them 
yelled threats and abuse at Ken 
Livingstone” suggests that our ‘libertarian’ 
scribbler may have extended the scope of 
his “anything goes” philosophy, to the 
detriment of any meaningful distinction 
between truth and plain fibs. 
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WELL, isn't this a cosy little scene. John 
Peacock (centre), Leicester’s British 
National Party organiser, in conference with 
the city’s Chief Constable Alan Goodson, 
during a recent BNP outing in the town over 
which Mr Goodson’s finest were keeping a 
watchful eye. 

Vigilant readers with above average 


John — gotta new luger? 





powers of recall will appreciate the 
poignancy of the occasion. It was Mr 
Goodson who, three years ago, decided that 
no prosecutions would follow World /n 
Actions revelations that Leicester nazis had 
been involved in a gun running conspiracy. 

They might also recollect that John 
Peacock was one of them. 


Oxford Union Society 
Frewin Court 
Oxford oxi 3B 


There will be @ meeting for all those interested in the 
Monday Club National Security Policy Committee (formerly the 
Home Affairs/Subversion Committee) on the 18th November 1982. 


This meeting will be held at 6.15pm in the Morris Room of 
the Oxford Union Society, Frevin Court, Oxford. 


Ue realize that prospective members live all over the 
country and that many will therefore be unable to attend this 
and future meetings. If you are unable to make this meeting 
please let me know and I will keep you informed of the Comm 


ittee's future activities. 


Yours faithfully, 


That}. Volodt 
Stuart Notholt — 
(Secretary) 





Footnote: Dreadnought's editorial page 
concludes with a disclaimer that “opinions 


expressed in this publication ... are not 
necessarily endorsed by . . . any branch of 
the Conservative Party”. 
Quite so. 
* * % 
MANY A SLIP 


IT is with a certain amount of trepidation 
that we feel compelled to bring you this 
pearl of wisdom from the mouth of the 
incumbent junior Employment Minister, Mr 
‘Bongo Bongo’ himself, the Rt. Hon. Alan 
Clark MP. 

Appointed to the post after the last 
general election, he told his local paper, the 
Western Evening Herald, that he had decided 
upon a more low key approach following 
remarks which had “upset Labour MPs in 
the equal opportunities lobby”. 

“| can’t change my style” he told his 
constituents, ‘‘but one lives and learns, and 
the fact is that in a position of responsibility 
you have to pay much more regard to 
people’s feelings’. Witty asides can 
backfire, he said, and “you are at risk of 
being misinterpreted by those who take 
things very seriously. People don’t like 
jokes, that is the sad thing”. 

Well, if ‘Bongo Bongo Land’, which 
followed only a couple of weeks later, was 
the product of his new “low key” approach, 
perhaps it is not surprising. 


% * * 


PETER TATCHELL DROPS 
LIBERTARIAN ALLIANCE 
ENGAGEMENT 


CHRIS Tame’s Libertarian Alliance, an 
organisation well known for its links with 
pro-nazi emigres and American anti- 
semites, regularly holds public meetings 
and debates in central London. They 
recently invited Peter Tatchell, Labour 
candidate in the 1983 Bermondsey by 
elections and gay rights activist to debate 
“Socialism and Freedom” at one of their 
meetings. Not being a regular Searchlight 
reader he believed them to be some sort of 
Liberal Anarchist grouping. After catching 
up with a few back numbers of Searchlight, 
he immediately withdrew from the event. 
Peter Tatchell says he will be circulating his 
friends in the Gay and Labour movements to 
try and prevent anyone else being taken in 
by the Libertarian Alliance’s superficially 
radical Liberal policies. 


15 





CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti- 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 
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Black people support striking miners 


The GLC’s Anti-Racist Year has now 
drawn to a close. It is perhaps too early 
to say what lasting benefits for the 
black community had their source in 
County Hall and the town halls which 
took up the GLC initiative. However, 
of one thing here can be no doubt — 
there has been a significant gain for 
anti-racism during the year, but this 
has owed nothing to Labour Party 
politics, and everything to the 
experience of working people in 
struggle. In retrospect, it is 
symbolically fitting that Anti-Racist 
Year coincided with the year of the 
miners’ strike. For the strike has, in the 
recent words of Tony Benn, ‘‘helped to 
bring real unity between black and 
white.’’ 


A Miner’s Song 


If there’s anyone there has a moment to 
spare 

And can give undivided attention 

I'd be grateful if you’d give a minute or 
two 

And consider some points I would 
mention 

There are slanderous tongues always ready 
to run 

And murder the fine reputation 

Of the lads with big feet who by pounding 
the beat 

Are protecting the peace of the 
nation... 


When Hitler and co were running the 
show 

Assisted by Germany’s coppers 

If a nose was too big or a mind was too 
active 

Its owner was sure of the choppers 

Socialists, communists, Jews and trade 
unionists 

Landed up dead or in quad 

And the police were in there of course 
doing their share 

Oh, but they were just doing their job. 


If you’re black or just brown, if you’re 
jobless and down 

If you speak for a world which is saner 

If you stand up and fight for what’s yours 
by right 

If you’re an anti-nuclear campaigner 

Remember the chap in the conical hat 

Is one of humanity’s crosses 

Wherever there’s trouble, whatever the 
struggle 

He’ll be on the side of the bosses. 


Political Policing 


The most crucial factor in bringing about 
the unity of black and white perceived by 
Benn has been the policing of the strike. 
Searchlight readers have long been aware 
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that the black community has been at the 
receiving end of aggressive, paramilitary 
policing, and that the labour movement has 
not wanted to know. But when the 
experience of Brixton’s Swamp ’81 was 
transferred to pit villages around the 
country, the message finally got through: 
‘Police tactics in this dispute have revealed 
clearly to us what black and Asian 
communities throughout Britain mean by 
‘police harassment’’ ’, Arthur Scargill told 
an audience at the Edinburgh Festival. ‘It is 
something our villages have never known 
before.’ 

Enduring a year-long state of siege — 
living with the Task Forces, the road 
blocks, the massed thousands with riot 
shields and horses at the pits, the routine 
brutality which goes with an occupying 
force, and the punitive and restrictive bail 
conditions — is something the villages are 
not likely to forget in a hurry. It has 
deepened the political understanding not 
only of the strikers, but of the large number 
of people who support them. As a member 
of the rank and file strike committee 
admitted to a public meeting in Hackney 
late last September, ‘Before the strikers’ 
experience of direct police harassment and 
violence, the miners had no idea of the sort 
of treatment the West Indian and African 
community had been subjected to during 
their years of struggle in Britain. The 
striking miners can now identify with their 
struggle against a repressive state.’ 


Shaping public opinion 


The miners learned a further lesson long 
familiar to the black community — that the 
state can call on agents other than the police 
to help it carry out its repressive tasks. The 
media, for instance, have a crucial role to 
play in isolating and criminalising those 





Hatfield Colliery, near Doncaster. 


sections of British society which can be 
deemed the ‘enemy within’. The picket-line 
bully is now grouped with other media- 
created folk devils — the black mugger, the 
illegal immigrant, the social welfare 
scrounger, the lunatic leftie: hooligans all. 

It is a list which can be expanded to take 
in all who, in the words of the song, ‘speak 
for a world which is saner’. And this surely 
is the most fundamental lesson thrown up 
by the miners’ strike, and by the long black 
history of resistance to racism in this 
country: there can be a saner world, a world 
in which social justice and human values 
take precedence over what Raymond 
Williams has termed ‘nomad capitalism, 
which exploits actual places and people and 
then (as it suit it) moves on.’ Which chews 
up people and whole communities, and 
then spits them out when they are no longer 
needed — threatening, in the case of the 
miners, to put generations on the dole; in 
the case of already marginalised black 
Britons, to sweep them out of the country 
like so much refuse. 


Strength from the community 


Thatcherism, in ruthless pursuit of the 
‘economic’, the profitable, has declared 
war not only on the trade union movement, 
but on those communities which have a 
different vision of human worth and a 
future worth fighting for. Here, too, the 
black experience of the community as a 
base of support could be drawn upon by the 
miners. Black strikers in the 1960s and 
1970s relied on the community when the 
trade union movement failed to take up 
their cause. During the long strike at 
Woolf’s in Southall in the 1960s, grocers 
gave food and credit, temples became soup 
kitchens, and local landlords withheld rent 
demands. 


Two policemen arrest miners’ strike supporter, part of Camden Council delegation, at 


Today, in the mining villages, a similar 
collective spirit is alive. As long as the 
community is there to sustain it, resistance 
will live on — sometimes in retreat, but with 
its potential intact. In many villages, it was 
the women who took the lead in setting up 
communal kitchens, in collecting funds, 
food and clothing, and in carrying out 
picket-line duty. In the words of one 
miner’s wife, ‘The women have risen up, 
and we’ll never be the same again.’ 


Expressions of solidarity 


Given the similarities of experience, is it any 
wonder that foremost among the miners’ 
supporters have been members of the black 
community? Early last summer, six weeks 
before food convoys started arriving from 
London, black people from Bradford 
travelled to the mining village of Kellingley 
with food worth £1,000. At about the same 
time, when miners marched through Stoke 
Newington, black residents leaned out of 
their windows to throw money down to the 
collectors below. At least £2,500 was raised 
for the strikers from a float and stall at the 
Notting Hill Carnival. 

As the summer wore on, miners 
collecting in London attested to the warm 
support they received in Islington, in 
Hackney and in Brixton, where shoppers 
gave them the food they had just 


purchased. A group of Asian women in 
Southall who had just been sacked on two 
weeks’ notice from Reliance Cleaners 
invited in some Derbyshire miners to talk to 
them about the strike. After hearing of the 
hardship and police harassment endured by 
the mining community, they immediately 
donated £30 to the strikers. 

By November, Southall had raised well 
over £50,000 for the miners’ fund, with 
weekly collections of £400 and £500 in 
several local factories. During the same 
month, two black miners from Derbyshire 
on a delegation to London were amazed at 
the level of support they found in Southall 
and in Brent, where £85,000 was raised for 
the strikers. Black delegations had, 
meanwhile, taken up the miners’ cause in 
meetings and conferences, and had sought 
to forge the kind of alliance which would 
strengthen the common struggle against 
Thatcherism. 

The striking miners have, in turn, given 
black people their solidarity in a number of 
significant ways. Miners’ delegations have 
spoken out against racism and imperialism, 
and against the repressive policing of the 
black community. Miners from the Lea 
Hall pit in Staffordshire left the picket line 
to participate in the march against the 
deportation of Muhammed Idrish in 
Birmingham, and miners campaigning in 
London gave their support to the 


CRE immigration report rejected 





Six years ago, revelations in the press 
that an Indian women had been 
subjected to a ‘virginity test’ at 
Heathrow Airport before being 
allowed into Britain were greeted with 
outcry and protest, both in Britain and 
the rest of the world. A number of 
organisations demanded an _ inquiry 
into the administration of immigration 
control and, when this was refused by 
both the Labour government of the 
time and its Conservative successor 
elected in May 1979, the Commission 
for Racial Equality announced that it 
would carry out a formal investigation 
of its own. The report of this enquiry 
was finally published in February this 
year. 

The CRE investigation was never 
intended to be about the nature of Britain’s 
immigration laws, widely known as racist in 
intent and effect. Rather, as the terms of 
reference made clear, it was concerned with 
the ‘arrangements made for the 
enforcement of the Immigration Act 1971’. 
In other words, the law and control 
themselves were taken as given. All that was 
in question were the means by which these 
were enforced. 

But even this was too much for the Home 
Office, which vigorously opposed the 
investigation from the start. It claimed that 
the CRE had no power to carry out such an 
investigation and in October 1980 the case 
went before the High Court. There, counsel 
for the Home Office contended that: 

The whole system of immigration 
control is based upon discrimination. It 


is of the essence of the Immigration Act 
that people will be discriminated against 
on the grounds of race or nationality 
and it is the function of certain officials 
to ensure that discrimination is effective. 
It is inconceivable that Parliament could 
have intended to subject this kind of set- 
up to investigation by a body whose 
concerns are exactly the obverse. (The 
Times 5 October 1980). 

The court, however, ruled in the CRE’s 
favour — though with the qualification that 
the investigation could easily come to 
nothing since it obviously relied on the 
cooperation of the Home Office. The 
investigation proper began in 1981. 


The operation of the 
immigration controls 


The report contains little that is new and 
many of its findings confirm and restate 
those of previous research. Nevertheless, it 
is useful to have an extensive consideration 
of the various aspects of the operation of 
immigration controls brought together in 
one place. The investigation found, for 
example, that visitors from black, Third 
World countries are more likely to be 
refused entry (or have conditions imposed 
on their entry) than those from countries 
such as Canada or New Zealand. It found, 
too, that entry clearance officers in the 
Indian sub-continent start from the premise 
that applicants seeking entry to the UK as 
dependants are likely to be lying and that it 
is for them to prove their entitlement . It 
found that internal controls, involving 
‘passport raids’ on homes and workplaces, 
have a ‘seriously adverse effect on 


occupation of the Camden town hall by 
homeless black families. 


The larger issues 


As the strike neared its end, Dennis 
Thompson, a black miner from the 
Brodworth pit in Doncaster, talked to 
CARF about why the strike had been 
sustained for so long against so many odds. 
Miners have always, he said, been 
dependent on their fellow miners in their 
work underground. The strike extended 
that mutual support system through the 
entire community and beyond, to a wider 
solidarity network built up during the year. 
The year had not only taught miners what 
black people mean when they talk of police 
brutality and harassment. It has also taught 
them to value the support of the black 
community in a common struggle against 
Thatcherism. 

For the strike has been about more than 
the closure of pits. It has been a mass 
protest against the Thatcherite reduction of 
people and relationships to the statistics of 
profit and loss, a protest which has drawn 
on the collective strength of the mining and 
other embattled communities. Through 
their defiance, the miners have raised the 
possibility of an alternative to the 
destructive logic of Thatcherite ‘common 
sense’, and it is up to the rest of us to build 
on their achievement. 


community relations.’ 

The report is unique, however, in two 
respects. First, the investigation had access 
to secret instructions and guidance notes to 
immigration staff and these are quoted and 
referred to throughout the report. For 
example, it quotes Home Office guidance 
to immigration officers presenting cases in 
appeals. This advises them to resist any 
request for documents to be produced and 
that, if such resistance fails, to check all 
papers to see whether they contain ‘jargon 
or comment which might indicate less than 
an objective approach, or material which 
might otherwise embarrass the 
department.’ Lawyers and people involved 
in immigration campaigns may well find 
such references useful. 


‘Pressure to emigrate’ 


Second, and more important, the CRE 
report elicited and takes on the Home 
Office’s defence of the present enforcement 
of immigration control. According to the 
Home Office, there are some countries 
where there is a ‘pressure to emigrate’. 
These are countries from which people 
migrate to find better economic, social or 
political conditions than exist in their own 
home countries. Such motivations, the 
Home Office claims, lead to a variety of 
methods to evade controls and therefore, 
immigration officers have to be vigilant to 
detect such evasion. The Home Office 
accepted that nationals of rich countries 
were subject to less intensive scrutiny than 
those from poor countries. 

Yet the Home Office could provide no 
convincing evidence to support this blanket 
‘pressure to emigrate’ argument, which 
clearly influenced immigration procedures 
and decisions to a considerable degree. It 
did not show, for example, what could be 
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so attractive about a country where 
unemployment is high and black 
unemployment generally twice as high as 
for the population in general — where 
living standards for black people are lower 
than those for whites and where racism, in 
the form of harassment and violence, is 
rampant. 


Conclusion 


The general conclusion of the CRE report, 
that the administration of immigration 
control has concentrated ‘to an excessive 
degree’ on preventing or detecting evasion 
of control and that this has been allowed to 
obscure and override the rights of many 
people subject to control, will come as little 
surprise to any one who has been watching 
the development of Britain’s racist 
immigration policy since the 1960s and its 
increasingly strict enforcement by a 
government determined to bring about a 
‘clear end’ to black immigration. 

In any case, the report will have little 
direct effect it was dismissed on 
publication by Home Office minister David 
Waddington as ‘fundamentally flawed’. 
At best, it may provide some useful 
ammunition for the campaigns, both 
around individual cases and around the 
system of control itself, which will have to 
continue. 


Copies of the Report, Jmmigration Control 
Procedures: report of a formal 
investigation, are available free from CRE, 
Elliott House, 10/12 Allington Street, 
London SW1. 





After local community pressure, the 
Librarian of the London Borough of 
Newham has finally agreed to remove a 
book from the children’s library which 
contained a highly offensive poem 
focusing on an Asian child — the poem 
was a series of simple stereotypes, 
presented as questions, linked 
metrically by ending nearly every line 
with ‘paki’. The book, however, has 
not been removed from the library 
altogether, only transferred to the 
schools section to which only teachers 
(and some others) have access. 

To have removed the book altogether 
would have been, the Librarian claimed, 
““censorship’’, only acceptable if material is 
““obscene’’ (presumably in the sexual sense) 
or of ‘‘poor quality’? (Newham Recorder 
20.12.84). As it is, the Librarian, 
apparently with the support of the Newham 
Race Relations Association, maintains that 
the poem, while it could be ‘‘easily mis- 
understood by children’’ can provide ‘‘a 
useful basis for classroom discussion’”’ 
(Library Association Record February 
1985). 

This is a fairly predictable reaction, 
which typifies how little this conservative 
profession understands of racism as one of 
the fundamental principles on which British 


BETWEEN THE LINES 


IN this column each month CARF will 
reproduce racist reportage and 


remarks by public figures. We need 
Neol¥] mmexe}aicglolela(ol atom Mal-Me-Lell-Jusmerelel lei ol-) 
ofa (e(-Mam-y0]ola(- Mme] am Ulallalcclald(elal-] mm elUL am UY. 
hope through this section to make 
writers and readers more aware of how 
racial matters are dealt with. Send to 
CARF c/o Searchlight. 


Storm over Bongo 

Mr Alan Clark has offended some Labour 
MPs, and been invited to resign, because 
he is alleged to have referred in private to 
‘Bongo Bongo Land’. . . . The important 
question is whether it is in a proper sense 
offensive to blacks who live here. There 
is an ancient English tradition of 
referring to other races (and the French 
above all) in jocular and genially abusive 
terms... 

Daily Telegraph \eader, 7 February 1985. 


Holding the front line 

The long-suffering people who work in 
Immigration Control are our front line of 
defence for the British way of life. 
Britain wishes to remain British, but if 
the immigration officers were to shut 
their eyes, who can doubt that great 
alterations would take place in the 
population . . . It may seem difficult to 
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believe in hard-up Britain, but the world 
is full of poor people who will try 
Elan adallare Mm come (-) alla -e 

John Vincent, The Sun, 20 February 1985. 


“But when we left here a 
year ago this was our pit!” 


The Standard, 4 March, 1985 (would 
anyone believe that fifteen years ago, 
this cartoonist worked for the anti-racist 
magazine Race Today?) 








society is organised. Racism raises basic 
questions about the values that a society 
professes and its actual practice: not only 
the economic and social questions of 
institutionalised discrimination, but 
questions about the manipulation of ideas, 
beliefs, debate. In an age dominated by ever 
more sophisticated and powerful 
‘information’ technology, librarians 
dealing daily in information in the widest 
sense — rarely even begin to question either 
what they purvey (unless it is ‘obscene’, or 
of ‘poor quality’) or who they serve. Is the 
freedom of information to be equated with 
the freedom to disseminate prejudice and 
untruth? 

Official library thinking runs along the 
lines that Britain is a multi-ethnic, mullti- 
cultural society. Of course, what is always 
glossed over in any discussion of ‘multi- 
ethnic’ as an ideal to which officialdom 
aspires is that ‘ethnic’ matters, not because 
of some colourful diversity of costume and 
custom, but because ‘ethnic’ differences are 
the markers by which people are graded in 
the hierarchy of a racist society. For 
librarians, the official commitment extends, 
at most, to providing books in mother- 
tongue languages, on the one hand, and 
grafting on — as cheaply as possible — 
black collections (in areas with substantial 
black populations), on the other. Such 
collections are frequently administered by 
‘community librarians’ — all too often 
fairly powerless appendages to the main 
library structure. Such posts are virtually 
the only point in the library hierarchy in 
which black librarians are involved. This 
kind of approach leads inevitably to a kind 
of ghettoisation — a black collection, by its 
very title, implies that it has no relevance to 
a white readership, leaving racism both 
within and without the library 
unchallenged. 

All this, of course, is not to decry the 
need for a wider range of material, or for 
provision in mother-tongue languages — 
this must be maintained and extended — or 
to deny that such changes as have been 
made, such broadening of scope as has been 
undertaken by some local authorities, has 
not been the result of strong and persistent 
pressure from the black community. But 
unless librarians begin to base their 
thinking, and the practice that follows from 
it, on an understanding of racism as a 
profound social issue which operates within 
and through their profession as well as 
outside it, situations will continue to arise 
where anti-racism is apparently equated 
with censorship, and condemned 
accordingly. 

What follows if librarians attempt to 
develop an anti-racist perspective? The 
intention is not to give blueprints, or lists of 
dos and don’ts (these may be a starting 
point for discussion, but should never be a 
substitute), but to suggest lines to think 
along. Because racism is institutionalised at 
every level of British society, it means, for a 
start, questioning the way in which the 
library operates, whom it serves, and how. 


It entails finding out about the local 
community in some depth, and how it 
perceives its needs. For many years now, 
black communities have established their 
own community educational projects and 
supplementary schools — in response to the 
failure of the education system. Why 
doesn’t the library, as a matter of course, 
supply the material for such projects, under 
the direction of the projects’ organisers? 

Who controls stock selection? Is there 
any awareness that what is published by the 
mainstream publishers is already necessarily 
selective and will reflect only a limited range 
of perspectives? Why should the library go 
on buying more and more variants of ‘Plain 


Tales of the Raj’ each time one is 
published, but not expose its clientele to 
Walter Rodney’s How Europe 
Underdeveloped Africa?, not kept away in 
a separate black collection where it won’t 
get in the way, but on the open shelves 
where anyone might come across it. A 
library could challenge its readers with a 
genuinely international range of viewpoints 
— could be a true window on the world — 
but that material has to be actively sought 
out, from community bookshops and 
specialist suppliers. Libraries already buy 
books in the mother tongues from overseas 
suppliers — how many would think of 
buying a history of the British Empire from 


an Indian publisher? 

Finally there is the question of 
challenging the entrenched bias within the 
profession itself, its reference tools, its 
classification schemes. One pioneering 
librarian in the US, Sanford Berman, has 
done tremendous work in this field but so 
far as I am aware, he has not been emulated 
by any librarian in Britain. 

In such ways, librarians could begin to 
challenge the racism of their profession and 
its practices and begin to return to the 
values which gave the impetus to the public 
library service, as a popular working class 
educational institution, in the first place. 
Hazel Waters, Institute of Race Relations 
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RACIST ATTACKS 





Brothers fight arson attack 


Two Asian brothers risked their lives fighting to 
put out a fire caused by a petrol bomb which was 
hurled through a glass panel of the front door of 
their house. 16-year-old Farooq Mohamed burnt 
his hand, but did not need hospital treatment. 
(Newham Recorder 14.2.85) 


Schoolboy stabbed 


A 14-year-old Asian schoolboy was stabbed on 
his way home after being threatened by three 
youths who demanded money from him. The 
schoolboy refused to hand over the money and 
one of the youths pulled out a knife and stabbed 
him. Police think the attack may have had a 
racial motive. (Hackney Gazette 1.2.85) 


Bethnal Green 


As Mohammed Yanes walked up the steps at 
Bethnal Green tube station, two white men 
blocked his path and began to abuse him racially. 
One of them then spat at him, while the other 
began kicking him. Mr Yanes managed to get 
away and walked towards the bus stop. But the 
men followed and attacked him again — this 
time, they smashed a bottle against his chest. Mr 
Yanes was badly bruised, but managed to give 
local police a good description of both thugs. 
(Hackney Gazette 22.2.85) 


Attacks double in Islington 


Reported cases of racist attacks have doubled in 
the past year in Islington, north London. In 
1984, 71 cases of racial harassment were 
investigated — leading to eight prosecutions. 
Police agree that they do not get to hear of all the 
cases that happen, but community liaison officer 
Supt Malcolm Hill said the situation ‘‘appears to 
be quite good in relation to other boroughs’’. 
The nearby King’s Cross Women’s Centre has 
also become the target of racist attacks — the 
centre, which has a clear anti-racist policy, has 
been vandalised and broken into on two 
occasions. (Uslington Gazette 15.2.85) 


Khan case still open 


In response to criticism from the local police 
liaison committee, Waltham Forest police have 
said they have not closed the file on the Khan 
family murder. (Waltham Forest Guardian 
22.2.85) 


Black tenants harassed 


In a recent report, the Greater London Council 
has revealed that over 14,000 private tenants 
have recently suffered serious harassment from 
their landlords. Black tenants are over twice as 
likely to have suffered harassment and to be ina 
letting unprotected by the Rent Acts. (Guardian 
9.2.85) 


‘State racism growing’ 


Professor Bhikhu Pareekh told the first public 
session of the European Parliament’s inquiry 
into the rise of fascism and racism in Europe that 
state racism is on the increase in Britain. Despite 
the collapse of electoral support for fascist 
parties, their racist views had nevertheless 
infiltrated some areas of the Tory Party. 
Professor Pareekh, who teaches political theory 
at Hull University, said that a survey among 
Tory candidates showed that 19 per cent 
favoured repatriation as a principle, while 32 per 
cent believed black people should be encouraged 
to return to their country of origin. (Times 
31.1.85) 


POLICE 





Ace Kelly 


Black activist Ace Kelly was cleared of charges of 
threatening behaviour after six witnesses said 
they had not heard him use threatening or 
abusive language when he was arrested for 
‘kidnapping’ his own daughter (see Searchlight 
116). He is considering suing the police for 
wrongful arrest, illegal detention and malicious 
prosecution. (Hackney Gazette 8.2.85) 


Raids on innocent families 


As many as five or six families are believed to 
have endured police harassment and 
maltreatment as a result of police raids to find 
the person who stabbed a white police officer ina 
sweetshop in East Dulwich, south London. The 
local black community feared that any young 
black man between 18 and 22 was in danger 
of being picked up on suspicion. In one raid, 
54-year-old Mrs May Davis, asleep after working 
a night shift, woke to find a stream of police 
officers and dogs breaking their way into her 
home. At no time did they produce a warrant 
and they pressured her to give them a 
photograph of her son Bernard. He went to the 
police station to complain about the raid and was 
detained for three hours. His fingerprints were 
taken and police demanded the names of his 


black male friends. He was released without 
charge. (Caribbean Times 8.2.85) 


Deptford parents anger 


Parents of the young people who died in a fire at 
a party in Deptford in 1981 are angry with 
Scotland Yard’s theory that the fire was started 
deliberately, but not with the intention of killing 
the 13 black teenagers. Police say an attempt was 
made to remove spilt nail varnish with paint 
stripper on the floor of a basement room in 
which the fire started. A ‘mystery man’ is said to 
have set fire to a curtain in an attempt to bring 
the party to an end after a row with his 
girlfriend. (Daily Telegraph 22.1.85) 


IMMIGRATION 





Computer can be tapped 


The Home Office intelligence computer which 
stores confidential information on immigrants 
can be tapped by unauthorised inquirers, 
according to the Observer newspaper. One caller, 
using the name of a port’s immigration officer, 
was able to find out a wealth of personal details 
on a Pakistani woman who was refused entry to 
Britain. The caller was also able to find out full 
details on one of her relatives here, including the 
date of his redundancy, his social security 
benefits and his savings. The newspaper was told 
that one large credit company has used the 
computer to run checks on potential employees 
and private detection agencies are able to obtain 
personal information on immigration status. 
(Observer 24.2.85) 


Husband unable to stay 


The Pakistani husband of Scottish-born 
Shameem Bajwa is unable to remain in Britain 
with his wife because immigration officers have 
decided that his primary purpose in coming to 
the UK was to emigrate, rather than marry. It is 
feared that he may never be able to return to 
Britain since about 40 per cent of applications 
such as his are refused. (Scotsman 13.2.85) 





Sun headline ‘misleading’ 


The Press Council has ruled that the Sun should 
not have used the headline ‘Blacks do 60 per cent 
of London muggings’ in a story about a Home 
Office report. The Council upheld a complaint 
from the West Indian Standing Conference, 
saying that the headline was ‘‘too strident’’ for 
an issue which required sensitive handling. 
(Times 11.2.85) 


American wins race Act claim 


An American woman, who is married to a British 
citizen, has won her claim that a company 
practised racial discrimination against her when 
she was refused a second interview because of her 
nationality and accent. (Scotsman 21.2.85) 
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1980s: British Movement seducing the 
young. 


... AND NOR SHALL WE 


— you can help keep the searchlight focused on the fascists. 
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AS Searchlight celebrates its 10th 
Anniversary it is becoming a victim 
of its own success. 

Britain’s nazis may be keeping a 
lower profile these days, but 
Searchlight's worth has mush- 
roomed as the scale of right-wing 
violence has shot up, and as many 
extremists have made their way 
into the Conservative Party. 

Our role in exposing these, and 
other trends, has been unique — 








but it has led to demands being 
made upon our resources which 
are increasingly difficult to meet. 
Anti-racist campaigners, 
journalists and academics all turn 
to Searchlight as their first port of 
call when they need to know 
something about the racists and 
extremists. 
WE WANT TO KEEP IT THAT 
WAY! 
But the scale of requests to our 
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office is beginning to put a real 
strain on our resources. 

To do justice to the growing 
number of people turning to us for 
help, we urgently need to employ 
another member of staff, and 
install a computer to store sections 
of our vast archives. 

TO DO THAT WE NEED £25,000 — 
AND THAT MEANS WE NEED 
YOu! 


How you can help Searchlight to 
broaden its beam on the fascists 
& racists 

Please tick one or more of the following 

boxes as applicable: 

L]1 would like to make a regular 
donation by standing order to 
Searchlight. 

[]1 enclose a donation of £ 
towards the Searchlight 
Anniversary £25,000 appeal. 

[_]1 would like details of how | can sell 
Searchlight to my friends and 
colleagues. 

L]1 am willing to help monitor fascist 
and racist activities in my area for 
Searchlight. 

L]1 would like to become a regular 
subscriber to Searchlight (fill in form 


10th 





SUPPORTING SUBSCRIBERS in addition to a year’s subscription receive on left). 


free copies of all Searchlight pamphlets and indexes. 


Individual back numbers and complete sets are available on request. 
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